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Term 3 Week 6 — 20 August 2021 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Moving from Surviving to Striving  

Last time I wrote about learning 

from home in our newsletter, I 

provided tips for parents on how 

to navigate the learning from 

home landscape. Today I want 

to take it up a notch for those 

families and students that want 

more of a challenge. If you are 

already finding the ‘crazy Covid juggle’ too 

much then this article may not be for you and 

please don’t feel any parent guilt after reading 

this. It is not my intention. We are all doing an 

amazing job with the hand we have been dealt. 

This is not a conversation about more 

challenging content, as I know my staff are 

doing an amazing job of finding the right 

balance of what work needs to be set. This is 

more about how we can get the most out of our 

children when it comes to completing these 

tasks, to ensure our children are not just ‘doing’ 

but ‘learning’ and some tricks that I have learnt 

along the way, as a parent, by using our own 

school based Learning Dispositions.  

 

Perseverer: Encourage your child to not give up 

and to complete all the tasks. Not only to 

complete the tasks but have a go at doing 

everything that they can independently before 

asking for help. Also don’t be afraid to set 

another 5-10 questions on a task if you feel like 

they have almost got the concept but you want 

to ensure it goes into their long term memory.  

 

Strategist: Talk with your child about what 

strategies they are going to use, or have used, to 

complete a task. Using a word bank during a 

writing task, applying the jump strategy to solve a 

maths problem, looking for the first letter of a 

word during a find a word are all examples of 

strategies. Openly discussing these strategies is a 

great way to help them remember not only what 

they have learnt but how they learnt it.  

 

Exceeder: This is by far my favourite as it 

encourages students to “go above and 

beyond”. Simple questions like “How can you 

make this piece of work even better?” Can help 

to shift the conversation with your child to 

celebration and pride rather than frustration and 

“just getting it done”.  

 

Creator: Encourage and reward creativity. This is 

the part where the students can feel 

empowered and engaged with their learning on 

a different level. Especially in the realm of 

exceeding, where they go above and beyond 

with a task, they are going to need their 

creativity to think about what else they can do 

to improve on that piece of work.  

 

Evaluator: This Learning Disposition is crucial in 

moving toward ensuring quality. Prompting your 

child to check for spelling, capital letters, full 

stops, scoring themselves out of 10 and saying 

why they think they got that score, are all 

examples of evaluator. Also taking onboard 

teacher feedback via google classroom and 

immediately making these changes can have a 

massive impact on the quality of work your child 

is completing and helps them remember the 

content more.  

 

Collaborator: Talking with your child about their 

learning, not just on the what but also the how, is 

a great way for them to collaborate. Even a 

short 1-2 minute debrief after each task can 

really help consolidate the learning and set them 

up for success for next time.   

 

Take care 

Robert Hawkes 

Principal 

Cattai Public School 

robert.william.hawkes@det.nsw.edu.au 
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TERM 3 CALENDAR 

Wk Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

W1 
Jul 

12 
Staff Development Day  

13 14 
 

15 16 

W2 
Jul 

19 
Henny Penny Chickens 
Arrive ‘Postponed until 
students return’  

20 21 
Super Hero Day 
‘Cancelled’ 

22 23 

W3 
Jul 

26 
 

27 
Spelling Parent 
Information Session 
‘Postponed’ 

28 29 
Education Week Open 
Day ‘Postponed’ 
 
P&C Meeting ‘Zoom’ 

30 
 

W4 
Aug 

2 3 4 
Cupcake Day 
‘Cancelled’ 

5 6 
Phonics with Families 
‘Cancelled’ 

W5 
Aug 

9 10 11 12 
Healthy Harold 
‘Cancelled’ 

13 
Parent Assembly (C3) 
‘Cancelled’ 

W6  
Aug 

 

16 
3 Way Conference 
Week ‘Postponed’  

17 18 
Zone Athletics 
‘Postponed’ 

19 20 
Zone Athletics 
‘Postponed’ 
 
 
 
Phonics with Families 
‘Postponed’ 

W7 
Aug 

23 24 
Book Week ’Via Zoom 
Class Catch ups’ 

25 
Hawkesbury Dance 
Festival  
‘Cancelled’  

26 
P&C Meeting ‘Zoom’ 

27 
Term 3 Excursion 
‘Cancelled’  

W8 
Aug/
Sep 

30 31 
Learning Dispositions 
Parent Information 
Session ‘Via Zoom’ 

1 
Cupcake Day  
‘TBC’ 

2 
 

3 
Phonics with Families 
‘TBC’  
 
P&C Bingo Night ‘TBC’ 

W9 
Sep 

 

6  
Stage 3 Camp 
‘Cancelled’ 

7 
Stage 3 Camp 
‘Cancelled’ 

8 
Stage 3 Camp 
‘Cancelled’ 

9 10 
Parent Assembly (C1)  
‘Postponed’ 
 
Netball and Futsal Gala 
Day ‘Cancelled’ 
 

W10 
Sep 

 

13 14 15 
MMVWaC Academic 
Challenge ‘Cancelled’ 

16 
SRC Rewards Disco  
‘TBC’ 

17 
Colour Fun Run 
‘Cancelled’ 
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C1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sophia — I can use conjunctions in my writing  

Ally — I can create a 3D  

sculpture out of paper 

Zac — I can write factual sentences  

about sharks  

Dom — I can write compound  

sentences about crocodiles  
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C2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight work from C2 
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C3 
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PRESIDENT:        Yana Dennis-Smither  Tel: 0413 323 752  

VICE PRESIDENT:   Rebecca Lehrer   Tel: 0430 022 820 

TREASURER:     Linda Hughes-Kinsela Tel: 4575 0626 or 0407 406 493 

SECRETARY:    Kim Smith    Tel: 0419 435 022  

HOT LUNCH CO-ORD:  Rebecca Lehrer   Tel: 0430 022 820 

UNIFORMS:     Carly Hawkes   Tel: 0438 447 145 

BOOKCLUB:     Anne Atkins    Tel: 0432 539 589  

DOLLARMITES:    Renee Slawski   Tel:  

CORRESPOND’E SEC:   Kim Smith    Tel:  0419 435 022  

PUBLICITY OFFICER:  Jen Walden    Tel: 4573 6111 

GRANTS CO-ORD:   Jen Walden   Tel: 4573 61111 

CATTAI CATCH CO-ORDs:  Karen Brand    Tel: 0419 774 277  

      Linda Hughes-Kinsela Tel: 4575 0626 or 0407 406 493 

      Amie Davis   Tel: 0431 063 736 

      Luke Davis    Tel: 0400 838 860 

IMPORTANT DATES / REMINDERS 

 
Next P&C:  Our next P&C meeting will be the on 26th August — 

7:00pm via Zoom, https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/68802840532?

pwd=ZWVVOFAra2JzejVjanlnZUhtTitPQT09 

Meeting ID: 688 0284 0532          Passcode: cattaipc 

 

Save the date: Bingo Night 3rd September 

https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/68802840532?pwd=ZWVVOFAra2JzejVjanlnZUhtTitPQT09
https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/68802840532?pwd=ZWVVOFAra2JzejVjanlnZUhtTitPQT09

